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ROBERT Eartof Ohr 
Lord High Treaſurer of Gre at Britain, &C. 
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Year of his Age he was admitted a Member offi 


after he was call'd to the Bar, his great Know- 
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The Life a0 1 Glorious 
Character, exc. 


HE Right Honourable Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Mortimer, is deltcnded. 
from a very antient Family of the Her- 
leys on the Father's ide, which arri- H 
ved from Nor mand) with Will im the Conqueror, Wi: 
and on his Mother's ſide deſcended of the Noble Wh 
Family of the Yere's, late Earl of Oxford, whoſe I. 
Family came hither at the tame time, and whoſe Hb. 
worthy Progenitors ſetling in Radnor-jbire in N 
Wes, where they have continued ever finct Hal 
in a Rich and flouriſhing Condition. 

This Noble Peer was born in the Year 1663 
at Radnor, and having a liberal Education br + 
ſtow'd upon him, he was ſent to Jeſus Colleg 
in Oxford, when lic was about 15 Years of Ag: 
where he much improving himſelf ia his Ses 
he withdrew himſelf from the Univerfity and 
came up to London, where about the rwentierng 


the Honourable Society of Lincolas- Iun, and 


ledge in the Law, ſolid Judgment, aſſiduous 
Induſtry, and taithtul Management of his Cii] 
en; 


ws 


ents Cauſes. hegat him ſo much Practice, that 
—— Je ws obligd for his own caſe) to refuſe a 
— great deal of Buſineſs, and recommend it others 
uo had more occaſion for it; but tho? he fo 
us early got great Credit aud Reputation in the 
Iworld, ver he hearken'd with more ſafety to 

his own Cor:ſcience,than the Peoples Acclamatt- 


ns; and had much cather know himſelf Wor- 


ty, than be told he was fo. 
arl of keing look'd upon (as he always truly was) 


nded. a faithf al Patriot of his Country, he was in the 
Hir- Rig 0 of K William unanimouſſy Choſen a 
arri- Nancalber of Parliament for the Town of Radnor, 
zeror, Win which being a Repreſentztive of the People, 
Joble Nhe always ated to the great Satisfaction and 
whoſe NLiking of choſe that choſe him ; and it is to 
v hoſe be obicr 0, he was always fo little A ffected 


re in with Pride, that in his Habit you might always 
ſiact 
and y et ſuch a Deczacy as became a Gentle- 
Pan. \ 

After the happy Accuſſion of Queen Anne to 
ehe Crown, being again a Member of Parlia- 
ment, his penetrating Judgment, grave De- 
Meanour, and Loyal Integrity, being evidently 
ifcern'd by the other Members, he was chcten 
Speaker of the Honourable Houſe of Commons; 
in which ſtation, whenever he reſum'd the 
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ways rather what was fic to be ſpoken, than 
what he was able to ſpeak. After- 


abſer ve ſoch a Gravity as heſcem'd a Chriſtian, 


Chair, the Quality of his Diſceurſe was Grave 
and Noble, Serious and Weiglity, and yer. al- 


_—— _ 


C4] 
Afterwards his great natural as well as acqui- | 
1a Parts, making him to be to took nat ice of | 
at Court, his Honour was made own of her Ma: | 
jc h's Principle Secretaries of State, however this 
Prefer meas could not abate any thiug of his Sin- 
cerity and honeFt Inclinatiuns; Self. [ntereſt could Þ 
not bring him ix Love with a Lie, nor could he | 
look upon a faſhionable Hypoerite with a more 
favourable Eye, than upon 4 glorious Cheat. In this © 
eminent Station he acted with all the Io, and 
Fuſtneſs that could be deſired by thoſe either 4- 
bo ve, or below him; but when the Villaniogs Greg, 
maoſt treacherouſly kept a ſecret Correſpondence with | 
France, that Traytor's being 4 Clerk in the Se- 
cretary Office, giving malicious Prople an Occa- 
ſion to caſt falſe Refleftions on his Honour Fide- 
tity and Innocence of that matter, he ſatisfied 
their unjuſt Ingratitude by reſiguing up his Place; 
whereby the State was depriv'd of « great Mi- 
niiter, whoſe Virtues ſeem'd to be ſo much the mor 
neceſſary and natural Emanation of his moſt at ivt1 
and boundleſs Soul, that he was ( as his Honour 
rs til) in Danger, by being altogether 160d 0} 
looſing the Praiſe and Honour due to ſo eminent 
a Gooaneſs, ſo conſpicioujly ſhining every Day: 
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Len wore and mare. | b 
However after this Reſignment of his Place 
his go nds ſill ſubj ugating his Will unto Rea: 
ſon, and this to Religion, by which means it come 
ro paſs that he neuer miſſed of having his on 
trer Choice in all Things, his great W, ON, an 
Jeri 


| U 5 | ; 2 * | | 
acqui- | Meri being fill 74 by his Royal Miſtreſs, ſome- 
Ot ice of time after ſhe was 'gractonſly pleaſed to make him 
her Mas Chancellor of the Exchequer ; though all the time 
that many of his Enmies, who were evil Coun- 
ellors in the late Miniſtiy, ffrove to keep him 
out of Favour of Court, yet let the Storm and 
Tempeſt threaten neter ſo loudly a ſplitting and 
a Rack to other nnballanced Souls, he knew not 
how to fear, whilſt his Courage was his Anchor, 
and Innocence his fafe Harbour. Hts Integrity 
o her Majeſty's In'ereſt and Welfare, the Queen 
was graciouſly pleaſed to recall him to Court, to 
the inexpreſſible Joy of a great many indigent 
Perſons in London, who know his Honour ge- 
nerous Temper is ſuch, that every Piece of Money 
e hath, bears as well the Impreſſion and Image 
his Charity as that of his Sovereign; which 
atter makes him value the Coyn more, and the 
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is Place; 


eat M.. ENA the Gold or Silver leſs, He is that true 
the moreriareus, which has as many Hands, as he meets 
ft active ith Receivers'; and for this Cauſe he is look*d 


pon as a Monſter, in theſe latter Days, and ve- 
rarely to be met with. 

But as his Merit claim'd the Queen's Favour 
daily more and more, in that to his Endeavours 
ve owe the Change of the hare Miniſtry, which 
aim'd at the Overthrow of the Church of Eng- 
and; the Reſtoring Publick Credit; the Re- 
ieving this Nation from an immenſe Debt to the 

avy, without any Tax, by ſetling a Trade in 
he Sourh-Seas, and more eſpecially for putting 
Our 
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r 
our Eſtablihd Church in a better Condition, 
it was his pious Invention, ro Zuild 50 more 
Churches by the coarinuance of a ſinall Duty | 
on Coals, in order to provide for ch: Welfare | 
| of the Soul as well as the Boi, ; ber Mujzity | 
| thought him not voworthy of (or miuiting him 
ro act as one of the Lords CN Moners of the 
Freafury ; but whilſt that Taft was irypoſed 
on him, his Honour being appointed one of the | 
Committee who was to Examine the Marquis 
de Gut ſcard. a French Emiſfiey, at the Cock- Pit, 
on Thurſdsy the 81% of Mach. 1710-11, for 
ſome Treaſonadle Practices, his Loyalty ohliglag 
him to be very ſirit in the Examination of the 
url ſaid perfidions Perſon, the Villain, truck with 
1 the Horrour of his Guilt, in a wild Deſpair, he 
| tabbed his Honour with a Penkaife into the 
Breaſt, ſo dangerouſly that his Life was de- 
ſpair'd of, but thro' the Bleſſings of God, and 
|; Skilful Surgeons, after two Months Illneſs, he 
= happily Recover'd : But for this birbarous Ac- 
W. tion, the Honourable Henry St. John, Eſq; one 
of her Majeſtv's Principal Secretaries of State, 
wounded the French Ruffian, who being com- 
mitted ro Newgate, he there ſhortly after died. 
thro his own obſtinacy, in concealing hi; Wound! 
from the Surgeon, till it grew incurable. Thus 
died that Villain who wou'd have Murder 4 
one: of the beſt of Men, becauſe he was Juſt id 
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So 
For this Barbarity both Houſes of 
Parliament Addreſs'd Her Majeſty, 
with the higheſt Reſenttnents of To 
foul a Deed; and after his Honour 
WAS TECOV EI d of his Wounds; the 
Right Honourable the Speaker of the 


Houle Commons made a molt elo- 
quem cc to him, upon his firſt | 
com into their Houſe again co - 


congtatulate his happy Recovery. And 
ſince to retaſiate hs teddy Loyalty, 
her Majcity hach been graciouſly plea- 
ſed to ſhew tirther Marks of her Royal 
Favours towards his Honour, by cre- 
ating him Earl 01 Oxford 47 Q Mortimer, 
Lord High Treaſurer of Great Britain, _ 


and one of her moſt Honourable Pri— 


vy- Council; as being ſenſible ſhe could 
not better beſtow thoſc Honours on a 
more deſerving Perſon than him, who 
holds it much more defirable to ye a 
Beggar than die a'Traytor. © 4 
Tis true his Lordſhip had a bien. $a 
tiful Eſtate left him to wwe upon, of 0 1 
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about Four Thoufara Pounds nee 4s) 1 
num, befides his own Improvements ; | 
fo that he had no occaſion to trouble 
himſelf with the moſt weighty Affairs 
of the State; therefore as he refuſes - 
no Impleyrent which may render, 
him according to the Meaſure ot his 
great Abilitics, ſerviceable to his Coun- 
try, ſo is he no ways ambitious of being 
advanc d above what he was 2 2 
And it is not to be doubted but that N 
his Lordſhip (maugre all his Enemies) 
will Fs wg his Truſt with that Ei- 
declity which will be ſure to gain him, | 
= tho' perhaps the hatred of the Bad, 
yer wy Agha: and Love of che 
Good, and the unanimous Thanks of 
his Country. - N 
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